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RESULTS OF VOLS 2006 SURVEY:
MAJOR INCREASE IN PRO BONO HOURS

2006 wasagood year for probono workin New York
City! In thejust-completed Volunteers of Legal
Service 2006 survey of New York City law firms
takingthe VOLS Pro Bono Pledge, 42 law firms
reported performingatotal o 810,470 probono
hoursduring2006,anincrease of 16 percent— over
110,000 hours— compared to the 697,381 hours
providedby41 firmsin 2005. Overall, the 12,158
lawyersatthese42 firmsaveraged 67 hours of pro
bono workin 2006, compared with 11,696 lawyers
averaging 60 hoursin 2005.

Thirty-nine of the42 firmsreported thatthey
had exceeded the VOLS annual goal of providingat
leastan average of 30 hours of qualifying probono
work perattorney. The VOLS definition of qualify-
ing probono work, with some exceptions, is limited
to providing free civillegal services to poor people,
or to organizations serving poor people. These legal
services, for the most part, are provided through par-
ticipationin the projects of publicinterestand legal
services organizations, including VOLS projects.

For comparison purposes, 27 of the 39 firms
meeting the VOLS goalinboth 2005and 2006
reported increases of more than five percentin pro
bono hoursin 2006, almosttwiceas many firms
doingsoasin2005. Nineteen of these firms had
increases of over 20 percent. Pro bono hours declined
more than five percentat 7 firmsin 2006, compared
with 12 firmsin 2005. Five firmsreported perform-
ingapproximately the same number of probono
hoursinboth2006and 2005.

Atnine of the 39 firms meeting the goal, lawyers
averaged 30-49 hours of probono work; atthree
firms, 50-59 hours;at 11 firms, 60-69;and at 16
firms, 70 or more hours.

All42 firms taking the VOLS Pro Bono Pledge
expecttomeetthe 30-hourgoalin2007.The 39 law
firms meeting, or exceeding, the VOLS Pro Bono
Pledgein2006are:
ARNOLD & PORTER
CAHILLGORDON & REINDEL
CHADBOURNE & PARKE
CLEARY GOTTLIEB STEEN & HAMILTON
CLIFFORD CHANCE US
COVINGTON & BURLING
CRAVATH, SWAINE & MOORE
DAVISPOLK & WARDWELL
DEBEVOISE & PLIMPTON
DLAPIPERRUDNICK GRAY CARYUS
DORSEY & WHITNEY
FRIED,FRANK,HARRIS,SHRIVER & JACOBSON
GOODWIN PROCTER
HELLEREHRMAN
HOLLAND & KNIGHT
HUGHESHUBBARD & REED
HUNTON & WILLIAMS
KAYE SCHOLER
KELLEYDRYE & WARREN
KRAMERLEVINNAFTALIS & FRANKEL
LATHAM & WATKINS
LEBOEUF,LAMB, GREENE & MACRAE
MILBANK, TWEED, HADLEY & McCLOY
MORRISON & FOERSTER
O’MELVENY & MYERS
PATTERSON BELKNAP WEBB & TYLER
PAUL, WEISS, RIFKIND, WHARTON & GARRISON
PILLSBURY WINTHROP SHAW PITTMAN
PROSKAUERROSE
SCHULTEROTH & ZABEL
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LAW FIRM 2006 PRO BONO
ACTIVITY

FIRMS were asked on the VOLS questionnaire to
describe 2006 probono activities. A portion of
theirresponses, together with additional material,
appearbelow, reflecting the broad range of probono
activityamonglaw firmsin New York City.

¢ ARNOLD & PORTER Lawyers from the firm
areservingas co-counsel with the Brennan Center
forJusticeinachallenge to the constitutionality of
the mannerin which candidates for the New York
Statejudiciary are allowed on the ballot. The case
willbeargued before the U.S. Supreme Court. The
firm encouragesattorneys to spend up to 15 percent
of their time on pro bono matters.

¢ CHADBOURNE & PARKE Since 1998, Chad-
bourne hasbeen sendingassociate externsto The
Door,ayouth developmentagency, to work there
full-time for twelve-week periods. The Door’s
Legal Services Center offerslegal advice to teenagers
onafullrange oflegalissues. The firm’s partnership
with The Door was expandedin 2005 with the cre-
ation of the Chadbourne & Parke Door Fellowship.
Fellows are first-yearassociates who work at the
Legal Services Center forayear.

¢ COVINGTON & BURLING Lawyersatthe
firm are working on mattersreferred by the Legal
Aid Society, Human Rights Firstand the Center for
Constitutional Rights.

¢ CRAVATH SWAINE & MOORE In2006,40
lawyersand 20 legal assistants provided legal
services to families of pediatric patientsatthe
Children’s Hospital at Montefiore and at the Morgan
Stanley Children’s Hospital of New York-Presbyte-
rianin the VOLS Children’s Project.

9 DAVISPOLK & WARDWELL James W.B.
Benkard, seniorcounselatthefirm, hasbeen
selected as therecipient of the New York State Bar
Association President’s Pro Bono Service Award
(FirstJudicial District) for hiswork in a five-year
litigation challenging the treatment of mentally ill
prisonersin the state prison system. The litigation
isexpected tolead toamajorimprovementin the
treatment of over 8000 mentallyill prisoners, many
of whomareheldin 23-hourlockdown where their
mental condition further deteriorates. Mr. Benkard

wasnominated for the award by the plaintiffsin the
action, Disability Advocates, Inc., the Prisoners’
Rights Projectof the Legal Aid Society, and Prison-
ers’ Legal Services of New York. These organiza-
tions wrote of Mr. Benkard: “All of us who have been
involved in this matter have gained immeasurably
due to hisleadership, skillsand cooperative spirit. He
isaninspiration. He hasboundless enthusiasm for
thelaw, for teachinglitigation skillsand for the pur-
suitofjustice.”
¢ DEBEVOISE & PLIMPTON Debevoiselawyers
devoted thousands of probono hours to representing
asylum seekersin theirbids to obtain refugee status;
provided legalassistance toinner city low-income
microentrepreneurs;and successfully litigated before
the International Courtof Justice the rights of 51 Mex-
icannationals on death rowin the United States under
the Vienna Convention on Consular Relations.
¢ DLAPIPERRUDNICK GRAY CARYUS
The firm’s “New York Signature Project” focuses on
improving the educational outcomes of low-income
childrenin thecity. Attorneys, in partnership with
Lawyers Alliance for New York, Advocates for Chil-
drenand Legal Services for New York City, and with
accountants from PricewaterhouseCoopers, are par-
ticipatingin directrepresentation and policy work.
The project’s three components are transactional rep-
resentation of Head Start programsin New York City;
directrepresentation of publicschool studentsin
disciplinary and special education proceedings; and
development of educational policy initiatives.
¢ HELLER EHRMAN Associates work full-time
in the housingunit of South Brooklyn Legal Services.
Jaime]. Santos describes the experience.
Asanextern, you “hitthe ground running”
andlearnto “fly by the seat of your pants.”
Inall cases, relationships were developed
with clients on a face-to-face basis where the
extern was given free reign to develop the
relationship, strategize about the case,and
counsel their client. My externship gave me
the opportunity tolearn new skills, practice
old skillsand witness the fruits of my labor
daily.Itwasanadrenaline-filled and reward-
ingexperience thatl have beenable to learn
from and putto usein my own practice.



¢ HUGHES HUBBARD & REED Through the
VOLS Microenterprise Project, the firm is working
with the Brooklyn Economic Development Corpo-
rationinrepresentinglow-income microentrepre-
neurs. Advice hasbeen given as to appropriate legal
structures for proposed businesses; commercial
leasesreviewed;and assistance provided on licens-
ingand manufacturingarrangements, and protect-
ingclients’ intellectual property rights. Clients have
included adiscjockey, sneaker designer, computer
specialistand musician.

¢ LATHAM & WATKINS The firm’s New York
attorneysaveraged 93 hours of pro bono work per
attorneyin2006.

¢ LEBOEUF,LAMB, GREENE& MACRAE Inthe
VOLS Children’s Project, 36 lawyers and five legal
assistants from the firm provided legal services to
53 families referred by the Harlem Hospital Center
AsthmaInitiative and Public School 197.

¢ MORRISON & FOERSTER Lawyersarerep-
resenting formerand currentstudentsatBoysand
Girls High School who claim they have beenillegally
excluded and denied the right toan education. Other
mattersinclude preparingan Archivaland License
Agreement for Human Rights Watch in connection

withafilm documentingabuses occurringin Darfur.

¢ O’'MELVENY & MYERS Probono work
accounted foralmost S percent of total hours billed
inthe New York office.

¢ PATTERSON BELKNAPWEBB & TYLER One
hundred percentofattorneysand legal assistants
participated in the firm’s pro bono programin 2006.
The firm hasbeen selected to receive the “large law
firm” 2007 New York State Bar Association Pro
Bono Service Award. In the VOLS Children’s Proj-
ect,48lawyersand 21 legal assistants from the firm
served pediatric patientsand their familiesat Metro-
politan Hospital Center.

¢ SKADDEN, ARPS,SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM
A team of Skadden lawyersreceived a favorable
settlement oflow-income workers’ claimsagainst
former owners ofa Chinatown restaurantregarding
wages, tipsand overtime.

¢ SULLIVAN & CROMWELL Forthe pastfifteen
years, the firm hashired an associate to handle pro
bono cases for one yearbeforejoining the firm’s
litigation group. The associate works on cases filed
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proseinthe Southern District of New York , usu-
ally by prisonersalleging deprivations of their
civilrights,and has full use of all firm resources,
including the assistance of otherlawyers.
Through the VOLS AIDS Project, the firm staffsa
weekly legal clinicat New York Hospital’s Center
for Special Studies to provide estate planning ser-
vicesforindigent AIDS patients.In 2005, more
than 20 lawyersand 20 paralegals staffed the
cliniconarotatingbasis, providing clients with
wills, health care proxies, powers of attorney and
guardianshipadvice.

¢ WHITE & CASE Twenty-fourlawyersand
threelegal assistants provided legal services to
families of pediatric patients at New York-Pres-
byterian Hospital, Weil-Cornell Campus, in the
VOLS Children’s Project.

Additionallaw firms participatingin the
VOLS Children’s Projectare Paul, Weiss, Rifkind,
Wharton & Garrison, matched by VOLS with
Bellevue Hospital Center; Pillsbury Winthrop
Shaw Pittman, matched with New York Univer-
sity Medical Center; and Proskauer Rose, matched
with Maimonides Medical Center.

Additional law firms participatingin the VOLS
Micronterprise Projectinclude Cadwalader,
Wickersham & Taft; Cleary Gottlieb Steen &
Hamilton; Clifford Chance US; Dorsey &
Whitney; Kaye Scholer; Kramer Levin Naftalis &
Frankel; Nixon Peabody; Schulte Roth & Zabel,;
Shearman & Sterling; Simpson Thacher &
Bartlett; Stroock & Stroock & Lavan;and Weil,
Gotshal & Manges.

Amongthelaw firms participatingin the
VOLSElderly Projectare Davis Polk; Milbank,
Tweed, Hadley & McCloy; Kramer Levin; Clifford
Chance; Fried, Frank, Harris, Shriver & Jacobson;
and Willkie Farr & Gallagher.

Additional firms participatingin the VOLS
AIDS Projectare Katten Muchin Rosenman,
matched by VOLS with South Brooklyn Legal Ser-
vices; Proskauer Rose, matched with the GMHC
Legal Clinc; and Simpson Thacher & Bartlett,
matched with the AIDS Services Center of New
York City.



VOLS SURVEY THANK YOU COUNSEL PRESS
(continued from front page) When VOLS published our firstissue of Pro
SHEARMAN & STERLING Bono Forumin 1996, Counsel Pressagreed to print
SIMPSON THACHER & BARTLETT the newsletter ona probono basis. For the past
SKADDEN, ARPS, SLATE, MEAGHER & FLOM elevenyears, Counsel Press has printed every issue.
STROOCK & STROOCK & LAVAN We would like to take this opportunity to thank
SULLIVAN & CROMWELL Counsel Press forits contribution and forits sup-
WEIL, GOTSHAL & MANGES portofthe probono work of lawyersin New York
WHITE & CASE City.
WILLKIE FARR & GALLAGHER
WILMER CUTLER PICKERING HALE AND DORR

Pro Bono Forum is published by VOLS. Your comments are welcome.
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We wish to express our appreciation to Counsel Press for printing Pro Bono Forum.




